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Our chapter meets the 2nd Monday monthly at the YMCA, 

5450 YMCA Road in Naples at 7:00 PM and on the 4th Satur-

day monthly at Unity of Bonita, 28285 Imperial Parkway in 

Bonita Springs (just south of Bonita Beach Rd.) at 9:00 AM.  

Additionally, the “girls” meet on the 1st Tuesday @ 6:00 PM for dinner at 

The Pewter Mug on US 41, north of Immokalee Road.  And the “boys” meet 

on the 2nd Thursday @ Ruby Tuesday in the Naples Steinmart Plaza on the 

corner of Vanderbilt and 41. .  

 

Stop by our Facebook page: for daily  

support: www.facebook.com/groups/

CompassionateFriends/  

Visit our website: at www.tcfswfl.org to see what is happening in 

YOUR organization, to update your information or to contact chapter leader-

ship 

Join our meetup site to be rem inded of upcom -

ing events.  Www.meetup.com/Compassionate-Friends/ 

This certificate entitles: 

_________________________________________ 

Permission to grieve for an indeterminate period of time.  

Please excuse forgetfulness, unexpected & sudden tearful outbursts,  

moodiness, disinterest in normal, happy activities such as baby showers & 

holiday celebrations. Please excuse bearer’s seemingly misplaced anger or 

blame or inability to engage in shallow conversations about sports, work, or 

draperies. Excuse tardiness & no-shows. Please remember that Bearer’s child 

died. Please grant permission for  immeasurable sadness for extended periods 

of times & please be patient with the bearer of this certificate. 

Permission to Grieve 

239-690-7801 

swflcf@live.com 

 

   

 

Thank you to everyone that  shares 

their time, talent, & treasure all year  

in supporting our families. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/S.W.FLCompassionateFriends/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/S.W.FLCompassionateFriends/


 

2  

 

6:45 PM: Welcome  

Welcome & Introductions 

 Patrick’s Mom & Dad, Mark & Chrissy Hutchinson  

Compassionate Friends Credo Led by:……………………………… (Pg.4) 

 Patrick’s Mom & Dad, Mark & Chrissy Hutchinson  

Grandparents’ Remembrance Led by:………………………………… (Pg. 5) 

 Rylee & Xavier’s MeMe & Papa, June and Joe Anderson 

 Corey’s Grandma & Grandpa, Marcia and Bill Martin 

Siblings Walking Together Led by:……………………………………… (Pg. 5) 

 Tracy Milne: Andrew’s sister; National Sibling Advisor 

  

 7:00 PM CANDLE LIGHTING 

Lighting of the Chapter Candle by: Rylee & Xavier’s family 

Accompanied by: 

Tonight I Light This Candle 

By Ashley’s Dad, Alan Pedersen  

TCF Executive Director 

 

Reading of our precious children’s names by:  
Ethan & Lilly’s Dad, George  

Shelli’s Mom & Dad, Caren & Ron Plotkin  

Rylee & Xavier’s  Mom & Dad, Jam es & Janet Anderson  

Accompanied by a Musical Medley; Laura Lou Roth, Harpist 

 

Compassionate Employer Recognition 

 Benjamin & Michael’s Parents, Ben & Linda Wallace 

 

Closing Remarks 

 Benjamin & Michael’s Parents, Ben & Linda Wallace 

2015 Program 
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I’ll put the ads back in on this page. 
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TCF CLOSED FACEBOOK GROUPS (continued) 

TCF - Loss to Suicide 
Moderators: Donna Adams, Leana Leyes, Barbara Reboratti 
and Cathy Seehuetter 
 
TCF - Loss to Homicide 
Moderators: Debbie Floyd and Kathleen Willoughby 
 
TCF - Loss to a Drunk/Impaired Driver 
Moderators: Michelle Arrowood, Robin Landry and Rebecca Per-
kins 

 
TCF - Loss to Cancer 
Moderators: Kari Olson and Michelle Setzer 
 
TCF - Loss of a Child with Special Needs 
Moderators: Colleen Hines and Donna Reagan 
 
TCF - Loss to Long-term Illness 
Moderators: Pam Adams and Debbie Gossen 
 
TCF - Infant and Toddler Loss 
Moderators: Tiffany Barraso and Deanna Wheeler 
 
TCF - Loss of an Only Child/All Your Children 
Moderators: Joannie Kemling, Pam Rayner, and Lisa Ridge 
 
TCF – Loss to Miscarriage or Stillbirth 
Moderators: Libby Hall and Kelly Kittel  
 
TCF – Loss to Mental Illness 
Moderators: Sherry Cox and Annette Swestyn 
 
TCF – Crafty Corner  
Moderators: Gail Lafferty and Kathy Rambo 

The Compassionate Friends Chapter Leadership (for any-
one currently serving on a Chapter steering committee) 
Moderator: Debbie Rambis 
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 Tonight I Light This Candle by Alan Pedersen 

"God wrote this song; I consider myself fortunate that 
he trusted me to hold the pen." 

Tonight I Light This Candle by Alan Pedersen 

"God wrote this song; I consider myself fortunate that 
he trusted me to hold the pen." 

Tonight I hold this candle In 
memory of you 
Hoping someway, somehow, my 
love will shine through. 
I close my eyes lost in the glow 
There are so many things I want 
you to know. 

Chorus: 

This candle says I love you - This 
candle says I miss you. 
This candle is saying I remember 
you. 
When I'm holding it toward 
heaven, 
It feels like you are near. 
If you're looking down tonight, 
And see this candle burning 
bright, 
It says I'm wishing you were 
here. 

In the glow of this candle I can 
almost see your smile  
And it carries me away for a little 
while 
To another time, another place 

When all it took to light up my 
world was your beautiful face. 

Chorus 

Someday, someway I'll see you 
again 
I'll hold you in my heart until 
then. 

This candle says I love you - This 
candle says I miss you. 
This candle is saying I remember 
you. 
When I'm holding it toward 
heaven, 
It feels like you are near. 
If you're looking down tonight  
And see this candle burning 
bright, 
It says I'm wishing you were 
here. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/100315106988458/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/924779440868148/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/858226880883307/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/903539646362818/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1150750608285413/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/833665880062696/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1511758585777339/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/976514755722145/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1416535188654265/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1481781792114726/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/663193450477232/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1422251371371148/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1422251371371148/
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We need not walk alone. We are The Compassionate Friends. We reach out 

to each other with love, with understanding, and with hope. The children we 

mourn have died at all ages and from many different causes, but our love for 

them unites us. Your pain becomes my pain, just as your hope becomes my 

hope. We come together from all walks of life, from many different circum-

stances. We are a unique family because we represent many races, creeds, 

and relationships. We are young, and we are old. Some of us are far along in 

our grief, but others still feel a grief so fresh and so intensely painful that 

they feel helpless and see no hope. Some of us have found our faith to be a 

source of strength, while some of us are struggling to find answers. Some of 

us are angry, filled with guilt or in deep depression, while others radiate an 

inner peace. But whatever pain we bring to this gathering of The Compas-

sionate Friends, it is pain we will share, just as we share with each other our 

love for the children who have died. We are all seeking and struggling to 

build a future for ourselves, but we are committed to building a future to-

gether.  We reach out to each other in love to share the pain as well as the 

joy, share the anger as well as the peace, share the faith as well as the 

doubts, and help each other to grieve as well as to grow. We Need Not Walk 

Alone. We are The Compassionate Friends. 

The Mission of The Compassionate Friends:  

When a child dies, at any age, the family suffers intense pain and may feel 

hopeless and isolated. The Compassionate Friends provides highly personal 

comfort, hope, and support to every family experiencing the death of a son 

or a daughter, a brother or a sister, or a grandchild, and helps others better 

assist the grieving family. 

(Adopted by the Board of Directors February 25, 2012) 

A self-help organization offering friendship, understanding, and hope to  

bereaved families that have experienced the death of a child. 

The Compassionate Friends Credo 

TCF Mission Statement 
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TCF CLOSED FACEBOOK GROUPS 

 

The Compassionate Friends offers a variety of closed Facebook 
Groups. These pages are moderated by bereaved parents, sib-
lings, or grandparents, and may not be accessed unless a re-
quest to join is approved by a moderator. A private message will 
be sent prior to approval, please be sure to check your mailbox 
marked "Other" if you do not receive one in your main mailbox. 
These pages were established to encourage connection and 
sharing among parents, grandparents, and siblings grieving the 
death of a child, grandchild or sibling. 

 

TCF - Loss of a Child 

Moderators: Donna Goodrich, Dave Roberts, Cathy Seehuetter 

and Goody Tendall 

 

TCF – Loss of a Stepchild  

Moderators: Crystal Downey and Babe Muro 

 

TCF – Loss of a Grandchild  

Moderators: Betty Jeanne Farrel and Jennifer “Sue” Hale 

 

The Compassionate Friends Sounds of the Siblings (for 

bereaved siblings) 

Moderators: Tracy Milne and Keith Singer 

 

TCF - Men in Grief 

Moderators: Gary Odle and Mark Rambis 

 

TCF - Loss to Substance Related Causes 

Moderators: Barbara Allen, Mary Lemley, Diana Wittkopp 

and Karen Zaorski 

 

TCF - Sibling Loss to Substance Related Causes 

Moderators: Andrea Keller and Barbara Allen 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/407123299460580/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1615569958699734/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/421759177998317/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/21358475781/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/21358475781/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1614661475452607/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1515193738693712/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1516508415263760/
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The Compassionate Friends is pleased 
to announce that Scottsdale, Arizona, 
will be the site of the 39th TCF Nation-
al Conference on July 8-10, 2016. 
"Hope Rises on the Wings of Love" is 
the theme of next year's event, which 
promises more of this year's great na-
tional Conference experience. The 
2016 Conference will be held at The 
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess. We'll 

keep you updated with details on the national website as well 
as on our TCF/USA Facebook Page and elsewhere as they be-
come available. Plan to come and be a part of this heartwarm-
ing experience.  

SAVE THE DATE: July 8—10, 2016 

39th National Conference 

Chris Lapieushas  has been a volunteer and board mem-
ber for several charitable and non-profit organizations both 
in her current home in southwest Florida and the New York 
metropolitan area where she lived and worked for over 40 
years. 

Todd Garfield has devoted his career to caring for fami-
lies who have been touched by death. He offers friendship 
and professional expertise to families during life's most diffi-
cult moment.  

Anne Arbelaez is a past Chapter Leader and a current 
Meeting Facilitator in our Chapter.  She brings much insight 
to  the Chapter and is a valued member of our Steering 
Committee. 
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We are the grieving grandparents, the shepherds of our children 

and grandchildren's lives. Our grief is two-fold and at times we feel power-

less to help. We seek to comfort our children in the depths of their grief and 

yet we need the time and space to face our own broken hearts. We have been 

robbed of the special tender touch a grandparent shares with a grandchild 

and we have lost a symbol of our immortality. As we walk by our child’s side, 

we both give and draw strength. We reach into their hearts to comfort them, 

and when they reach out to us in their distress, we begin the journey to heal 

together. We continue to be their guardians.  We allow traditions to change 

to accommodate their loss. We support the new ones which symbolize the 

small steps on their journey. It is in their healing that our hearts find com-

fort.  

 ~ Susan Mackey, TCF, Rutland, VT 

Grandparents’ Remembrance 

We are the surviving siblings of The Compassionate Friends. 

We are brought together by the deaths of our brothers and sisters. 

Open your hearts to us, but have patience with us. 

Sometimes we will need the support of our friends. 

At other times we need our families to be there. 

Sometimes we must walk alone, taking our memories with us, 

continuing to become the individuals we want to be. 

We cannot be our dead brother or sister; 

however, a special part of them lives on with us. 

When our brothers and sisters died, our lives changed. 

We are living a life very different from what we envisioned,  

and we feel the responsibility to be strong even when we feel weak. 

Yet we can go on because we understand better than many others 

the value of family and the precious gift of life. 

Our goal is not to be the forgotten mourners that we sometimes are, 

but to walk together to face our tomorrows as surviving siblings of 

The Compassionate Friends. 

  

Siblings Walking Together 
(Formerly the Sibling Credo) 

https://www.facebook.com/TCFUSA
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If your child’s name is not on our chapter list please forgive us and 

contact us so we can update our records.  
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contact us so we can update our records.  


