239-690-7801
swflcf@live.com
Collier County meets the first Wednesday monthly at Avow Hospice ,
1095 Whippoorwill Lane, Naples, FL 34105 at 7:30 PM.
Lee County meets every third Wednesday at the YMCA in Lee County at 7:30 PM.
We started a morning weekend meeting! We meet on the third Wednesday at 9:00
AM at the Unity Church Campus in Collier. We are hoping to change our meeting
place to Unity of Bonita Springs very soon to be more centrally positioned. We will
keep you updated.

Our profound loss support group is especially
helpful for siblings, grandparents, and anyone that loved our precious child(ren). This
meeting runs concurrently with our Compassionate Friends schedule.
Stop by our Facebook page: for daily support:
www.facebook.com/groups/CompassionateFriends/

Join our meetup site to be reminded of upcoming events:
www.meetup.com/compassionatefriends/

Permission to Grieve

This certificate entitles:
_________________________________________
Permission to grieve for an indeterminate period of time. Please excuse forgetfulness, unexpected & sudden tearful outbursts, moodiness, disinterest in normal, happy activities such as baby showers & holiday celebrations. Please excuse bearer’s seemingly misplaced anger or blame or inability to engage in
shallow conversations about sports, work, or draperies. Excuse tardiness & noshows. Please remember that Bearer’s child died. Please grant permission for
immeasurable sadness for extended periods of times & please be patient with
bearer of this certificate.

26th Annual
Pot Luck Dinner (5:00 PM)
Candle Lighting Ceremony (6:45 PM)

& Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone that provides their
time & talent all year to supporting our families.

St. John the Evangelist
625 111th Ave. North
Naples, Florida 34109

2013 Program
6:45 PM:

Special thank you to the following individuals & organizations for
supporting our families with your love & resources. :

Welcome & Opening Remarks by:

Mikey’s Mom & Dad, Art & Carol Potter
Compassionate Friends Creed Led by:…...………………………… (Pg.4)
David’s Mother & “earth” father, Anne & Mauricio Arbelaez

The Grandparents Creed Led by:.……………….……………………

(Pg. 5)

Rylees MeMe & Papa, June & Joe Anderson
Corey’s Grandma & Grandpa, Marcia and Bill Martin

The Sibling Creed Led by:………..……………………….………………… (Pg. 5)
Rylee’s brothers: Drew & Xavier Anderson
Mikey’s sister, Elizabeth Potter

Beatitudes for those who comfort: ……….…………………………

7 PM

(Pg. 7)

Lighting of the Chapter Candle

CANDLE LIGHTING

As always, a surprise or two!
Precious Child by, Karen Taylor-Good ………… (Pg. 6)

Reading of our precious children’s names
Musical Medley by, Laura Lou Roth, Harpist
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Diane from Unity of Naples

Closing Remarks: David’s Mom, Anne Arbelaez
.

Sovran Management Co. LLC
Hospital and Healthcare
92 Strand Court # 1
Naples, FL 34110

37th National Conference
Donations were made in loving memory of the following children:

Davie & Casey Addison
Coery Banter
Jeffery Basso
Carrie Belyea
Barry Belyea
Tatha Carli
Hugo Castro
Corey Cloak
Danny Costa
Noah Costa
Kristie Nicole Donlon
Michael H. Eaton
John C. Echold IV
James Michael Flanagan

Adam German
Gail & Scott Hayes
Patrick Hutchison
Max Krumm
Richard Earl Marquis
David Nonamaker
John Thomas OʹMalley
Disney Pfeiffer
Jennifer Leigh Pope
Michael Potter
Pretiss Yvonne Price
Megan Thompson
Brendon Hunt

2013 Candle Lighting Dinner Music CD created

with love by: Cady, Collin’s Sister

SAVE THE DATE: The Compassionate Friends is
pleased to announce that Chicago, Iliinois, will be the
site of the 37th TCF National Conference July 11-13, 2014.
"Miles of Compassion through The Winds of Hope" is the theme of
next year's event, which promises more of this year's great national
conference experience. The 2014 conference will be held at the Hyatt
Regency O'Hare in Rosemont, just minutes from the airport. We'll keep
you updated with details here, on the national website as well as on
our TCF/USA Facebook Page and elsewhere as they become available.
Plan to come and be a part of this heartwarming experience.

Volunteers are always needed for this very special conference.
If you would like to volunteer, please call the National Office
at 877.969.0010.A variety of sponsorships are available. For
additional information, please contact us at the above number.

The Compassionate Friends Credo
We need not walk alone. We are The Compassionate Friends. We reach
out to each other with love, with understanding, and with hope. The
children we mourn have died at all ages and from many different
causes, but our love for them unites us. Your pain becomes my pain,
just as your hope becomes my hope. We come together from all walks of
life, from many different circumstances. We are a unique family because we represent many races, creeds, and relationships. We are
young, and we are old. Some of us are far along in our grief, but others
still feel a grief so fresh and so intensely painful that they feel helpless
and see no hope. Some of us have found our faith to be a source of
strength, while some of us are struggling to find answers. Some of us
are angry, filled with guilt or in deep depression, while others radiate
an inner peace. But whatever pain we bring to this gathering of The
Compassionate Friends, it is pain we will share, just as we share with
each other our love for the children who have died. We are all seeking
and struggling to build a future for ourselves, but we are committed to
building a future together. We reach out to each other in love to share
the pain as well as the joy, share the anger as well as the peace, share
the faith as well as the doubts, and help each other to grieve as well as
to grow. We Need Not Walk Alone. We are The Compassionate
Friends.

TCF Mission Statement
The Mission of The Compassionate Friends: When a child dies,
at any age, the family suffers intense pain and may feel hopeless and isolated. The Compassionate Friends provides highly personal comfort, hope,
and support to every family experiencing the death of a son or a daughter, a
brother or a sister, or a grandchild, and helps others better assist the grieving
family.
(Adopted by the Board of Directors February 25, 2012)
A self-help organization offering friendship, understanding, and hope to bereaved families that have experienced the death of a child.

All of our families have experienced the death of a child and they survived that
terrible grief because there is an organization dedicated to helping them. Every
family who becomes able to function again in their daily life following the death of a
child has achieved a major accomplishment.
Many of you might appreciate knowing a few "statistical" facts surrounding the
support our local chapter provides to bereaved families.


We have just over 300 families on our mailing list.



185 family & friends are currently subscribed to our social media outreach
efforts such as face book page & website groups.



Our annual Candle Lighting event hosts approximately 225 .



This year our Mother’s Day event attracted approximately 15 families.



On a monthly basis, the average attendance at each of our three meetings is
about 10.



We serve approximately 30 families per month with some kind of support:
phone, email, coffee visit, text messaging, meetings, social media, community
referrals, friends.



We participate in at least 1 monthly gathering of community resource sharing
meetings.

The Compassionate Friends has been active in S.W. Florida for 30 years. Our monthly
support group meetings provide a caring environment in which bereaved families can
talk freely about their emotions, as well as their grief journey. During our meetings,
they receive the understanding support of others who have “been there.”
The Compassionate Friends charges no individual dues or fees of any kind; we have
no religious affiliation. Our meetings, are available to any bereaved family member at
no charge. We depend upon the voluntary donations of our members and the
generosity of businesses and individuals in the community. The Compassionate
Friends is a 501(c)(3) not‐for‐profit organizations, and all donations are tax
deductible. Please consider supporting your local chapter with a financial donation. I
hope you will agree, there are families today who do not know they will need us
tomorrow. We need your help to be there for them.
Thanking you in advance for your consideration,
Love in abundance, David's mother, Anne Arbelaez

Dear S.W. Florida Compassionate Friends Families & Supporters:
Even though the YMCA experienced a devastating fire we never missed a
meeting! Every month for the last 30 years, bereaved parents of Collier
County have been served by the S.W. Florida Chapter of Compassionate
Friends. We gather to support our local families as they suffer the loss of a
beloved child.
Over the past 6 years our focus has been to provide better exposure of our
group to the community; to become more transparent & more easily
accessible.
We have taken many steps in that direction by:
1. Two years ago in July 2011 we added a monthly meeting in Lee County.
In an effort to keep our Collier meetings manageable & to eliminate the
unbearable lengthy ride for our families from Lee County. The June 2013
meeting received 15 people.
2. 2. Three years ago we added a support group called Rainbows to serve
our families' surviving siblings, grandparents, and all the extended
family members. This group has met twice a year for 13 consecutive
weeks and our locations have varied. In 2014 we will merge the
programs & meet concurrently with the Compassionate Friends
meeting.
3. We revved up our outreach to include Face Book in addition to our local
website.
4. We purchased a chapter cell phone allowing that responsibility to be
shared by our members and since subscribed to an answering machine that
has saved us $360.00 per year.
5. This year we secured a chapter P.O. Box and created its very own email
address so our members could also share these responsibilities.
6. For the first time in our 30‐year existence we have created a fundraising
committee and we are reaching out into our community for financial
support.
7. This year we are in the midst of forming an advisory board to ensure the
survival and expansion of our chapter to better serve our families.
8. Our chapter has joined many of our community support groups as a
resource to draw from and as a provider for their families. Additionally, we
have aligned our group in two coalition groups.

Grandparents’ Remembrance
We are the grieving grandparents, the shepherds of our
children and grandchildren’s lives. Our grief is two-fold and at
times we feel powerless to help. We seek to comfort our children
in the depths of their grief and yet we need the time and space to
face our own broken hearts. We have been robbed of the special
tender touch a grandparent shares with a grandchild and we have
lost a symbol of our immortality. As we walk by our child’s side,
we both give and draw strength. We reach into their hearts to
comfort them, and when they reach out to us in their distress, we
begin the journey to heal together. We continue to be their
guardians. We allow traditions to change to accommodate their
loss. We support the new ones which symbolize the small steps on
their journey. It is in their healing that our hearts find comfort.
~Susan Mackey, TCF, Rutland, VT~

Siblings Walking Together
(Formerly the Sibling Credo

We are the surviving siblings of The Compassionate Friends.
We are brought together by the deaths of our brothers and sisters.
Open your hearts to us, but have patience with us.
Sometimes we will need the support of our friends.
At other times we need our families to be there.
Sometimes we must walk alone, taking our memories with us,
continuing to become the individuals we want to be.
We cannot be our dead brother or sister;
however, a special part of them lives on with us.
When our brothers and sisters died, our lives changed.
We are living a life very different from what we envisioned,
and we feel the responsibility to be strong even when we feel weak.
Yet we can go on because we understand better than many others
the value of family and the precious gift of life.
Our goal is not to be the forgotten mourners that we sometimes are,
but to walk together to face our tomorrows as surviving siblings of
The Compassionate Friends.

In my dreams, you are alive and well
Precious child, precious child
In my mind, I see you clear as a bell
Precious child, precious child
In my soul, there is a hole
That can never be filled
But in my heart, there is hope
'Cause you are with me still

But in my heart there is hope
And you are with me still

In my heart, you live on
Always there never gone
Precious child, you left too soon
Tho' it may be true that we're apart
You will live forever... in my heart

God knows I want to hold you,
See you, touch you
And maybe there's a heaven
And someday I will again
Please know you are not forgotten
until then

In my plans, I was the first to leave
Precious child, precious child
But in this world, I was left here to
grieve
Precious child, my precious child
In my soul, there is a hole
That can never be filled

In my heart you live on
Always there, never gone
Precious child, you left too soon,
Tho' it may be true that we're apart
You will live forever... in my heart

In my heart you live on
Always there never gone
Precious child, you left too soon
Tho' it may be true that we're apart
You will live forever... in my heart

Blessed are those who do not use tears to measure the true feelings
of the bereaved.
Patrick’s Mom and Dad, Mark and Chrissy Hutchinson
· Blessed are those who stifle the urge to say, "I understand," when they don't.
Carolyn’s Mom & Dad, Phyllis & Richard Grabewski
· Blessed are those who do not always have a quick "comforting" answer.
Corey’s Mom and Grandma: Jodi Banter and Marcia Martin
· Blessed are those who do not make judgments on the bereaved's closeness to
God by their reaction to the loss of their loved one.
Ethan and Lilly’s Dad, George and Cousin, Anthony
· Blessed are those who hear with their hearts and not with their minds.
Rylee’s Mom & Dad, James & Janet Anderson
· Blessed are those who allow the bereaved enough time to heal.
Bryan’s Mom, Carolyn Gooden & his brother.
· Blessed are those who admit their uncomfortableness and put it aside to
help the bereaved.
Daniel’s Mom, Maryjo Landers
· Blessed are those who do not give unwanted advice.
Hugo, & Danny’s Mom, Nile Castro-Costa
· Blessed are those who continue to call, visit, and reach out when the crowd
has dwindled and the wounded are left standing alone.
Bo’s mom & step-dad, Kay & David Howerton
· Blessed are those who know the worth of each person as a unique individual
and do not pretend that they can be replaced or forgotten.
Davie & Casey’s Mom, Connie Addison & his brother.
· Blessed are those who realize the fragility of bereavement and handle it with
an understanding shoulder and a loving heart.
Shelli’s Mom & Dad, Caren & Ron Plotkins

by: Jackie Deems
Reprinted with permission from Burlington
Bereavement Resource Council,
Perspectives, Volume 3 No. 4, December 1990

