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Offering friendship, understanding, and hope to bereaved parents

2008 Candle Lighting Ceremony

by: David’s Mom, Anne Rinaldi-Nonamaker

We celebrated thelives of our children at our chapter’s21st annual
candlelighting ceremony on December 14, 2008. The spirit of Com-
passionate Friends could be seen everywher e as so many
“seasoned” grieversworked side by sidewith the newly bereaved in
volunteering to create this most memorable and heart warming
experience. | would like to make a special mention of gratitudeto
our harpist LauraLou Roth, St. John the Evangelist for hosting our [
event again thisyear, and to Naples Daily Newsfor helping many of
you find our event. This event could not happen without so many
expressions of love being shared. It ismy pleasure and honor to
know and work with so many of our children’s parents. | darenot
even try to mention each of you by name! Thisarmy of bereaved
families brought dishes of loveto share with our chapter’sfamilies.
See page 8 and 9 for arecap of our event and some pictures.
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The Compassionate Friends

Our Children, Loved and Remembered

January Sunrises January Sunsets
Sean Terry 1/2/1969 | John Izzo 1/2/2004
Son of Wendy Terry Son of Mike & Carla Chodkowski
Jason Smith 1/3/1984 | Debbie Pascarella 1/3/2003
Son of Merry & Tim Smith Daughter of Jeanne Milano
Betsy Perry 1/6/1953 | Keala Howard 1/4/1994
Daughter of Ruth H. Sanders Daughter of Robert Howard
Lisa Marie Ayers 1/7/1984 | Tyler John Beck 1/6/1995
Daughter of Therese Ayers Son of Beth & Edward Beck
Jacob Aaron Steel 1/10/1987 | Morgan Lebon 1/07/2007
Son of Dan and Janet Martin and Gregory Steel Daughter of Mona Scarff
Brother to Jonathan Martin & Brother to Joy Steel
John Brown 1/11/2007
Michele Daidone 1/12/1966 | Son of Y olanda Galvez Brown
Daughter of Harriet & Bruce Cole
Joe McCann 1/12/2007
Ziven Dabrowski 1/12/1979 | son of Lynn and Tom McCann
Son of Sharon Bruckman
Michael G. Craig 01/15/08
Tyler John Beck 1/12/1983 | Son of Dennis M. Craig
Son of Beth & Edward Beck
Jacqueline White Knight 1/17/1997
Brianna N. Dwyer 1/14/1995 | Daughter of Mildred White
Daughter of Karen Dwyer
Rebecca Ann Cameron 1/19/1996
Christopher Daly 1/15/1977 | Daughter of Don & Joyce Cameron
Son: John and Naomi Daly
Richard B. Burress 1/19/2008
Morgan Lebon 1/17/1984 | Son of Richard and Anita Burress
Daughter of Mona Scarff
Marissa Herzer 1/25/2003
Michael Danos 1/20/1967 | Daughter of Tom and Leslie Herzer
Son of Harry & Kitty Danos
Katie Raines 1/21/1981 o
Daughter of Lenora Raines Our Mission: The mission of The Compassionate Friends is to
assist families toward the positive resolution of grief following the
James Michael Perkowski 1/23/1977 | death of a child of any age, and to provide information to help oth-
Son of AnitaOpp ers to be supportive.
The Compassionate Friends is a national nonprofit, self-help sup-
Scott Alan Nelson 1/23/1966 | port organization that offers friendship, understanding, and hope
Son of Wayne and Annie Nelson to bereaved parents, grandparents, and siblings. There is no reli-
gious affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.
Tyler A. Thompson 1/23/1986 o _
Son of Robert & Jill Thompson The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers reach
out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed inward
Robert Neinas 1/24/1970 begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal. Please come,
Son of Pam Arsenault (Craig) & Jim bring your hope and energy, and be a Compassionate Friend to
another.
Tatha Carli 1/29/1972
Son of Nancy Lochner
Bert Budde, Jr., 1/29/1986

Son of Josette & Bert Budde
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% Our Children, Loved and Remembered %
February Sunrises February Sunsets
Bill Bishop 2/1/1962 | Andrew Morello 2/1/1992

Son of JoAnn Bishop Son of Andrea & Joe Morello
Brad L. Corder 2/11/1981 Ziven Dabrowski 2/3/2004
Son of Mark & Pam Corder Son of Sharon Bruckman
_ Phil Santos 2/05/1994
Leah Rose McCarrick 2/15/1994 | 5on of Marcia.and Ozzie Santos
Daughter of Pat & Fred Bifulco
Brian Gaetano 2/10/2007
Rebecca Ann Wagoner 2/21/1956 | Son of Debbie Gaetano
Daughter of Don & Joyce Cameron
Manny Gonzalez 2/11/1997
Richard B. Burress 2/22/1982 | Son of Manuel & Rose Gonzalez
Son of Richard and Anita Burress Anna 02/14/2007
. . Daughter of Lori and Jeff Cowan
Daniel Patrick Jacoby 2/28/1967 J
Son of Carol L. Jacoby Pedro Luceno 2/15/2007
Son of Amy Luceno
Robert Neinas 2/18/1986
Son of Pam (Arsenault) & Jim Craig
Why Butterflies? o
Since early times, the butterfly has symbolized re- Ryan H.G. Chieffi 2/20/2001
newed life. The caterpillar signifieslife here on Son of Merry Smith
earth; the cocoon, death; and the butterfly, the emer-
gence of the dead into a new, beautiful and freer ex- | John Matthew Grimes 2/20/2008
istence. Frequently, the butterfly is seen with the Son of Ellen Grimes
word “Nika’” which means victory. Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross movingly tells of seeing butterflies Juliana Alexandra Bery 2/20/2007
drawn all over the walls of the children’s dormito- Daughter of Yuri and Luessa Bery
riesin the World War 11 concentration camps.
S nce Elisabeth believes in the innate ir)tuitiveness Remmey Bumsted 2/20/2008
of (_:hlldren, she concl uo_leﬁthat these children knew son of Patti and Roy Dumsted
their fate and were leaving us a message. Many
members of The Compassionate Friends embrace : .
the butterfly, a symbol—a sign of hope to them, that [s)gmil (I;D atr:CIl( ﬁot? y 2/22/1987
their children are living in another dimension with ot Larol L. Jacoby
reater beauty and freedom—a comforting thought
J Y 9 hotg Jason Zitzke 2/07/2005

to many.

Son of Marilyn Maggio-Zitzke
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The Compassionate Friends

Our Children, Loved and Remembered
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March Sunrises

March Sunsets

Nestor Kratz
Son of Valerie Kratz

Jesus Salinas
Son of Sergio G. & Patricia Salinas

Marissa Herzer
Daughter of Tom and Leslie Herzer

Michael Szwed
Son of Doug and Barb Szwed

Bryan Adam Krause
Son of Judith A. Krause

Chelsea Rose Stevenson
Daughter of Debbie Stevenson

Shannan Renee’ Alldaffer
Daughter of Shelly Alldaffer-Dollar

Stephen Kenneth Bogee
Son of Dee Bogee

Joseph Francis Sullivan
son of Margaret Fran Sullivan

Scott M. Jessie
Son of Sara Ruble

Timothy Taylor
Son of Richard & Cheryl Taylor

Debbie Pascarella
Daughter of Jeanne Milano

Todd Swaine
Son of Margaret Swaine

John Brown
Son of Yolanda Galvez Brown

3/1/2001

3/2/1981

3/7/1981

3/7/1985

3/11/1965

3/13/1994

3/15/1971

3/16/1980

3/19/1966

3/20/1975

3/21/1978 |

3/31/1958 |

3/31/1975 |

3/31/1973

**|f we inadvertently missed your child’'s Birthday or Anniversary Date, or any
errors, please accept our deepest apologies. Call us at 287-5968 or email 1A-

gree2b@comcast.net to make an immediate correction.

Greg B. Williams
Son of Lloyd & Judy Williams

Tanya Lake
Daughter of Elizabeth Lake

Bert Buede, Jr.
Son of Bert & Josette Buede

David X. Nonamaker, Jr.
Son of Anne Rinaldi-Nonamaker

Leah Rose McCarrick
Granddaughter of Pat & Fred Bifulco

Nathaniel “Nate” Ketcham
Son of Deborah Ketcham

Rachel Louise Brown
Daughter of Susan & Michael Brown

Timothy Taylor
Son of Richard & Cheryl Taylor

Collin Creed
Son of Terese Walker

“1 can only imagine’

“Wind beneath my wings’

“Tearsin heaven’

“1 Believe” by Diamond Rio

“Time can bring you down”

3/1/2001

3/7/1990

3/8/2003

3/9/2004

3/11/2003

3/12/2006

3/19/2003

3/28/2004

3/30/1996

Music from our Candle lighting Ceremony

“With Hope” by Stephen Curtis Chapman

“1 close my eyesand | see your face”

“Precious Child” by Karen Taylor Goode
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Thank you for your expression sof love

All donations are gratefully accepted & assist the chapter’s mission to help bereaved families following the loss of a child.
Please mail to: Teresa Mitchell 11081 Longshore Way West, Naples, FL 34119

from Sue Bernier in memory of
her son, BARRY BELYEA and her grandson, RICHIE MARQUIS

from Karen Beatty in memory of
her son, CLINT BEATTY

from Jan, Ron and Kevin Chapman
in memory of their daughter and sister, NICOLE CHAPMAN

from Chris and Bill Barnett
in memory of their daughter, STEPHANIE BARNETT

from Kathy Parker
in memory of her daughter, MELISSA VIVALO

from Dennis Craig
in memory of hisson, MICHAEL CRAIG

from Tim and Cindy Haller
in memory of their son MATTHEW C. HALLER

from Bob and Jhoanna Kapish
in memory of their daughter, ANGELINA KAPISH

from Mary Ann Johnson
in memory of her son, KEVIN E. BRANNING

from Mira Simic
in memory of her son, DUNCAN NEIL SIMIC

from Marie and Don Thompson
in memory of their son, PERRY THOM PSON

from Marcy Moreno and Carey and Mario Perez
in memory of her daughter (and granddaughter) ADRIENNE RENEE HERNANDEZ

from Joseph and Catherine Madigan
in memory of JOSEPH C. BASSO
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“C1f 1 go to a meeting, will | have to talk?

No one is required to talk at any meeting.

We understand how difficult that can be when our grief is so fresh.

We do ask that you listen, however.

My child was an adult and didn't live at home.

Can | still go to a meeting?

Chapter meetings are open to all families who have

experienced the death of a child, at any age, from any cause.

Regardless of age, we in TCF believe our children
will always be thought of as just that.....our children.

s there a charge to attend?

There is never a charge to attend a TCF meeting.
Our chapters rely on voluntary donations from members,
friends and the community at large.

““ What happens at a meeting?

Some meetings are simply introducing ourselves
and sharing our thoughts and feelings. At other times,
chapters have short programs before the sharing time.

The programs may include a brief guest speaker,

viewing a video tape, or listening to an audio tape.

W canl bring a friend with me?

Of course, you can bring a friend, but we ask that they,
as well as all members, respect each other's privacy.
It is important for us to be able to share freely within our group
and be sure confidences will be respected.

My partner says they won't come with me.

Can | come alone?
Yes. We all grieve differently and they may not be ready
to take part just yet...or ever. And, likewise, many
parents attend meetings without their partners.

My child died from AIDS. Will | still be welcome?

Yes. All families who have experienced the death of a child
at any age, from any cause, are welcome.
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“If 1 go to a meeting: Continued

i

Religion doesn't matter to me anymore.
Can people at a meeting accept that?

I think you will find TCF members are very tolerant of any views.
After the death of a child, many priorities, as well as values, change.

““ I notice the meeting is in a church.
Do | have to belong to a church to attend?

TCF has no religious affiliation.
Chapters meetings are held in a wide variety of locations
depending upon what is available in our communities.

i

| have baby-sitting problems.
Would it be all right to bring my child with me?

While we understand the difficulties of finding child care,
we must ask that any children attending with you be old enough
to understand the meeting discussions and not be upset by them.
Some chapters have sibling groups for children sixteen or older;
check with your local chapter about this.

Do | need areservation before | come to a meeting?
No reservations are needed. Just come whenever you feel up to it.

My child died several years ago, and | postponed my grief work.

it's catching up with me. Is it too late to come now?

We all grieve differently. Many parents don't feel the need
of a support group until years after the death of a child.
It's all right to come whenever you are ready, whether it's soon
after your child's death, months later or years later.
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